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Lee A. Matsch, 74, lost his battle 
with pancreatic cancer on July 
21, 2009. He was born in Chicago 
and grew up in Park Ridge, Ill. 

Matsch started his engineering 
education at Iowa State 
University and went on to the 
University of Arizona, where he 
was inducted into Tau Beta Pi before graduating with 
distinction with a bachelor’s degree in engineering. After 
graduation, and marriage to Diane Noon, he moved to 
Pittsburgh to work for Westinghouse Electric Corp. 

While Matsch was in Pittsburgh, his daughters, Sally 
and Pam, were born and he spent his 6-month ROTC 
commitment on active duty with the Army Signal 
Corps. After completing his engineering master’s 
degree at the University of Pittsburgh in 1961, Matsch 
joined the Garrett Corporation, now Honeywell, in 
Phoenix, where he earned a doctorate in engineering 
science from Arizona State University. His son, Gary, 
was born in Phoenix. After stints with Ampex in 
California and Alabama, Matsch returned to Arizona 
and Garrett, where he stayed until he retired as vice 
president of engineering for the company’s aerospace 
sector. After retirement he consulted for several 
companies, including Honeywell, Johnson & Johnson, 
and most recently Pratt & Whitney.

Matsch garnered numerous honors throughout his 
life, including UA Alumni Association Centennial 
Achievement Award, the ASU Distinguished 
Achievement Award for Leadership and Excellence 
in Engineering, and Fellow in the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers. He served on industrial 
advisory councils for the engineering colleges at UA, 
ASU, Northern Arizona University, Brigham Young 
University, and Carnegie-Mellon University, and chaired 
the International Gas Turbine Institute of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

He established the Matsch Pancreatic Cancer Research 
Fund at the T-Gen Foundation to help raise awareness 
and support for this deadly disease.
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Martínez is president of 
Engineering Science Analysis, 
which he founded in 1991. 
The company has test 
facilities in Tempe and 
Prescott, Ariz., and offices 
in Denver and Southern 
California. It provides 
consulting services and 
analytical software to 
aerospace, semiconductor, 
and commercial product 
development firms. 

Martínez honed his 
analytical skills while 
working as an aerospace 
thermostructural analyst 
at AlliedSignal, now 
Honeywell, from 1984 to 
1996, after which he led 
research and development 
at a semiconductor test 
company from 1996 to 1999. 
He is also a commissioner 
on the Arizona Governor’s 
Aerospace and Defense 
Commission.

An ESA product known 
as the Squid, which is 
funded and used by the 

Department of Homeland 
Security, made headlines 
recently—in Wired, Popular 
Science, and the Wall 
Street Journal, to name 
a few. Squid stands for 
Safe Quick Undercarriage 
Immobilization Device, 
which also describes its 
function, which is to end 
a car chase in a matter of 
seconds. The Squid is rolled 
in front of a fleeing vehicle 
and activated remotely as 
the vehicle passes over it, 
at which point the Squid 
blasts out a salvo of straps 
and harnesses that ensnare 
the vehicle’s axles and 
bring it to a halt. 

Patrick Barnhill, an 
ESA employee who was 
instrumental in developing 
the Squid, is also a College 
of Engineering alumnus  
(BS/ME 2002).
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In August 2009, John C. 
Bellamy II was named Tau 
Beta Pi Alumnus Eminent 
Engineer at the University 
of Wyoming.

When Bellamy got his 
bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering 
in 1963, he represented 
the third generation in 
his family to earn an 
engineering degree from 
the University of Wyoming. 

He went on to get his 
master’s and doctoral 
degrees in electrical 
engineering from the 
University of Arizona in 
1965 and 1971.

Bellamy has worked in 
telecommunications and 
data communications 
product development 
for more than 30 years. 
In addition to designing 
and developing systems 
for digital switching, 
microwave transmission, 
cellular telephones, 
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